


behind the
BENTWOOD

Babies have even been birthed on these things. It's called a 
Bentwood Chair, and it just might be the single most important 
item in this room. Named for the method in which wet wood is 
literally bent into shape, this curved beauty began preventing 
people from falling down in 1859, thanks to a German cabinet 

maker named Michael Thonet and his Chair No. 14. The simple 
design-six pieces of wood, ten screws, two nuts-is now one of the 

most familiar silhouettes in the world, and we wouldn't be 
The Second City without it.

When The Second City founders Bernie Sahlins, Howard Alk, and 
Paul Sills began building our first home at 1842 N. Wells, the 

former site of Wong Cleaners & Dyers, resources were scarce. The 
nightclub was outfitted with old telephone booths, used stage 
lights and 150 bentwoods, purchased at auction for $1 a piece.

On opening night in 1959, six of those chairs served as the scenery.

We haven't changed the scenery in over 64 years.

IT CAN BE A ROCKET SHIP.
A RACE CAR.
A VIKING HELMET.
GIANT HIGH-HEELED SHOES.


